


We’re here for our community.
As leaders in healthcare, we believe everyone should have the opportunity to t hrive. Our goal is to 
build a team that reflects the diverse communities we serve.

Proud Sponsor of the 2026 Black Women’s Expo
Come visit us at Booth #400.
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As we celebrate the 31st anniversary of the Black Women’s Expo, I am filled with  
gratitude and pride. What began as a much ‑ needed space for Black women has 
grown into the premier gathering place where we are celebrated, appreciated, and 
elevated.

This year, we honor the power of WE in BWe — We inspire. We consume. We influence. 
And most of all, WE MATTER!

Our collective brilliance continues to shape culture, drive markets, and move  
communities forward.

Through every challenge over the years — unpredictable weather, last ‑ minute  
cancellations, national shifts in DEI priorities — we have remained steadfast. And  
because of your unwavering support, we stand strong today. To the faith community, 
the City of Chicago, our sponsors, exhibitors, partners, volunteers, and my incredible 
team: thank you for believing in this mission and in the women it uplifts.

This weekend, thousands of Black women and their families will experience an occa-
sion designed especially for us. Hundreds of exhibitors from across the country and 
right here in Chicago will fill the exhibit floor with products, services, and innovations 
that speak directly to our lives. Dynamic activations, live demonstrations, pavilions, 
seminars, and powerful performances on the main stage will empower, inspire, and 
ignite someone’s next big move.

For 31 years, BWe has been our home — a place where we gather, we grow, and we 
glow. 

Because of you, the legacy continues!

Warmly submitted,

Merry Green 
Creator/Executive Producer

Dear BWe Family,
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  JULI ANA STRATTON  

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
��
��
��
��

July 17, 2026  
  
Dear Friends and Honored Guests,  
  
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this year's Black Women's Expo and the Phenomenal 
Women Awards Gala.  
 
In moments like these, gathering in fellowship to celebrate progress and shared purpose matters 
deeply. For decades, this Expo has created space for stories that too often go untold and 
opportunities that too often go unclaimed.  
 
That commitment matters. The advancement of communities of color in Illinois depends on 
institutions willing to do this work year after year: lifting up entrepreneurs, elevating emerging 
leaders, and building the kind of networks that turn individual success into collective progress. 
This conference is a testament to that legacy, and to the power of gathering women together to 
learn from one another, support one another, and grow together.  
 
I am grateful for your dedication and proud to support your work. Together, we can continue 
advancing opportunity and building a more just and inclusive future for all.  
 
Wishing you a meaningful and memorable celebration.  
  
Respectfully,  
  
 

 
 
Juliana Stratton  
Lieutenant Governor  
State of Illinois  
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214 State House 
Springfield, I llinois 62706 

Phone: 217.558.3085 
Fax: 217.558.3094 
TTY: 800.563.7110 www.ltgov.illinois.gov 

 

555 West Monroe 
Ste. 1500NE 

Chicago, I llinois 60661 
Phone: 312.814.5240 

Fax: 312.814.5228 
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Sample a variety of foods from some of the best chefs in Chicago!

Chef Jupiter 
sponsored by Northwestern Medicine  

Chef Marissa Terry - Herbachi 

Chef Maurice Jackson 

Mahari

 Mrs. P’s Gluten Free 

Katr2U – Food Safety Demonstration 

Essie’s Heart Healthy EM Delish

Understanding Melanated Skin: the truth be-
hind what we’ve been told with Jamie Conner, 
Sr. Field Trainer, European Wax Center - Spon-
sored by European Wax  
Center 

Perfecting Your Quick Styles with 
Kilah’s Safari Salon & Spa

The Science of Hair Restoration: PRP & 
Regenerative Solutions for Thinning Hair with 
KeShaun Harding, MSN, APRN-FPA, FNP-BC 
(Owner & Clinical Provider  
Obsidian Aura Med Spa) 

Understanding Your Scalp & Hair Texture with 
Felicia Leatherwood, Celebrity Stylist



Friday, July 31st
Adria Marshall
Joy Reid

Saturday, August 1st
Felicia Leatherwood
Ehryck Gilmore
Bridgette Flagg
Ashley Cobb

Sunday, August 2nd

Dorothy Williams
Dr. Jackie Jackson
Ehryck Gilmore

*List of authors subject to change without notice.

Informational Presentation on Prostate Cancer in 
Women & Men with Bayer 

Vitamins & Supplements from Black Girl Vitamins 

Free Wellness Kits & Guided from Kingdom Yoga  
Fitness

Make Your Own Scent with RestoreHer 

Liquid IV & B12 Shots with Alive & Well Hydration 

Ear Seeding with Pacific College of Health and Science



12:00pm-1:00pm
Hip Hop Dance Class with Tierra Scott
 
1:00pm-2:00pm
Line Dancing with Nicole Blackledge

3:30pm-4:30pm
Intro to Steppin’ with Red Alert Fitness

 

11:20am – 11:40am
Chicago Trampoline Fitness with Ariel Kinnard

12:00pm-1:00pm
Xtreme Hip Hop with Vanessa Sheppard
 
1:00pm-2:00pm
Line Dancing with Ebonie Sara Louise Kelley &  
Madaline Haywood

2:30pm-2:50pm
Chicago Trampoline Fitness with Ariel Kinnard

3:00pm – 4:00pm
The Stepper’s Set with Andre Blackwell

11:00am-11:20am 
Chicago Trampoline Fitness with Ariel  
Kinnard

12:00pm-1:00pm 
Cardio Kickboxing with Vanessa Sheppard
 
1:00pm-2:00pm
Line Dancing with Iris London

3:30pm-4:15pm
Xtreme Hip Hop Step with Youth Master 
Trainer Chase

4:30pm-5:00pm
Real Chicago Steppin’ with Andre Blackwell

 

Friday, July 31

Sunday, August 2

Saturay, August 1
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Seminars & Workshops

American Red Cross in partnership 	 Room N230a 
with Northwestern Memorial Healthcare 	

Stop by anytime during the BWe weekend to have your blood 

drawn and tested for Multiple Sclerosis by the American Red Cross! 

Northwestern Medicine is anchored by Northwestern Memorial 

Hospital, with eight specialties ranked in the top 10 in the nation by 

U.S. News & World Report, 2025 – 2026.

11:00pm - 12:30pm
Be the Strength 	 Room N226

Be the Strength highlights the critical need for volunteer blood do-

nors and explores how individuals, businesses, healthcare organi-

zations, and community partners can work together to maintain a 

safe and reliable blood supply. During this session, participants will 

learn about the impact of blood donation, current challenges fac-

ing the blood supply, and practical ways to inspire donor partici-

pation and host successful blood drives. Attendees will leave with a 

greater understanding of how they can make a meaningful differ-

ence by becoming advocates for blood donation and encouraging 

others to “Be the Strength” their communities depend on.

Speakers: Jocelyn Rodrigue, Medical Laboratory Scientist III (MLS/

SBB) at Vitalant (UIH); Angela Smith, Donor Recruitment Represen-

tative RECRUITMENET MOBILE Vitalant; Gloria Allen-Woods/Supervi-

sor, Donor Care COLLECTIONS MOBILE

Moderator: Melissa Halcomb, Regional Director of Blood Services, 

Vitalant

The People’s Show with Mark Wallace 	 Room N227

Listen to a live podcast recording of The People’s Show!
Speaker: Mark Wallace

Minding HER-Business 	 Room N228
Women continue to drive new business creation. 49% of new busi-
ness owners are female and yet over 30% of women entrepreneurs 
still lack capital/cash as one of their top challenges. In partnership 
with the Illinois Department of Commerce Office of Equity and Eco-
nomic Empowerment and the Chicago City Treasures Office please 
join us in a discussion on resources for small businesses and how 
to tap into direct financial advising, loan programs, and procure-
ment certifications that help you grow and sustain your business.

Speake �å�æ�­���À�æ�¡���Æ�Û�Ô�è�á�Ü�Ø���½�â�á�Ø�æ��� ���¶�Ø�å�ç�Ü���Ø�×���À�Ê�µ�¸�Ÿ���Á�Ø�Ü�Ú�Û�Õ�â�å�Û�â�â�×��
Opportunity Fund (NOF) Recipient, owner of Chicago Eats Mar-
ket Place; Lois Wilkins - Director of Breedlove Enterprises at YWCA 
�À�Ø�ç�å�â�ã�â�ß�Ü�ç�Ô�á���¶�Û�Ü�Ö�Ô�Ú�â�®���¿�Ô�Ç�Ô�æ�Û�Ô���µ�Ü�á�×�Ø�å�Ÿ���¶�¸�¼���¶�Ø�å�ç�Ü���Ö�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á�æ���·�Ü�å�Ø�Ö�ç�â�å�Ÿ��
Illinois Commission on Equity and Inclusion

E commerce: How to Start a Business Online 	 Room N230b

Ready to turn your ideas into income? This session breaks down 
the essentials of launching and growing an online business — 
from building your digital presence to attracting customers and 
strengthening your brand. Perfect for founders, dreamers, and 
doers ready to expand their impact online.

Speaker: Donna Beasley, Business Advisor, Women’s Business  
Development Center, and an eCommerce Entrepreneur

3:00pm - 4:30pm
Ask the Doctors 	 Room N226
Hear from doctors, medical experts, and health advocates as they 
share the latest in medical innovations and bust common myths!
	

3:00pm - 4:30pm
Strategic Voting To EMPOWER THE BLACK VOTE  

Room N230b

Voter participation is an important part of 
many democratic systems. Understanding 
different voting strategies and how they 
can influence election outcomes can help 
people make informed decisions about the 
electoral process. We will explore the power 
of organizing an Independent Voting Bloc.

Moderator: Mark Wallace 	  

Speaker: Dorothy Tucker 

5:00pm - 7:00pm

The Joy Reid Show
Room N227

Get your daily dose of Joy-Ann Reid’s 

takes and analysis as she interviews 

Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson and 

Congressman Jonathan Jackson live at 

BWe! If it’s hot and happening, and  

matters to you, it’s here.

Speaker: Joy Reid 

FRIDAY, JULY 31
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American Red Cross in partnership 	 Room N230a 
with Northwestern Memorial Healthcare 	

Stop by anytime during the BWe weekend to have your blood drawn 

and tested for Multiple Sclerosis by the American Red Cross! 

Northwestern Medicine is anchored by Northwestern Memorial Hos-

pital, with eight specialties ranked in the top 10 in the nation by U.S. 

News & World Report, 2025 – 2026.

11:00am - 1:00pm

11:00am - 1:00pm 	 Room N228

Saved You a Seat: A Brunch Centering Black Women’s 
Wellness & Pleasure

Sponsored by Gilead Science
A single text can spark a moment, but the conversations that happen 
before that moment can shape our health, our relationships, and our 
peace of mind. 

Join Ashley Cobb, host of Sex with Ashley, alongside trusted health-
care and community leaders for a candid, multigenerational con-
versation about what sexual wellness really means. Together, we’ll 
�Ø�ë�ã�ß�â�å�Ø���Ö�â�á���×�Ø�á�Ö�Ø�Ÿ���Ö�â�à�à�è�á�Ü�Ö�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á�Ÿ���ã�ß�Ø�Ô�æ�è�å�Ø�Ÿ���Û�Ø�Ô�ß�ç�Û�ì���å�Ø�ß�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á�æ�Û�Ü�ã�æ�Ÿ��
HIV prevention, and the power of making informed choices that sup-
port our health and well-being at every stage of life.

11:00am - 12:30pm 	 Room N226

Beyond the Blueprint: Black Women Leading Community  
Development and Neighborhood Revitalization

This panel highlights Black women developers who are leading revi-
talization in historically disinvested neighborhoods. Through cultural 
insight, lived experience, and innovative strategies, these leaders are 
reclaiming land, creating housing, and shaping equitable develop-
ment rooted in community needs. Panelists will discuss challenges in 
financing, land acquisition, and engagement, while sharing models 
that foster wealth-building without displacement. Attendees will gain 
practical insights and policy opportunities to support community-led 
development and drive transformative change.

Speakers: Adjua Adjei-Danso, Project Director, Reclaiming North 
Lawndale; Kimberly Morris, Vice President of Real Estate Develop-
ment, Far South Community Development Corporation; Shenita Muse, 
Executive Director, Hope Center Foundation; Kimberly Salley Executive 
Director, Sunshine Gospel Ministries; Whittney Smith, Deputy Direc-
tor and Counsel for Lawndale Christian Development Corporation 
(LCDC)

Moderator: KaTanya Raby, Vice President of Planning at Far South 
Community Development Corporation

11:00am - 12:30pm 	 Room N227 

The Importance of Women Understanding the Impact of Mental 	
 Health on Black Men and Boys 	

The discussion aims to challenge and change the way Women look at 
mental health. To provide education and empower women to recog-
nize the signs of the emotional and mental health challenge in Black 
men and boys. Women will gain practical tools to become informed, 
compassionate supporters throughout their mental health journey 
without judgment or shame. The conversation will also connect wom-
en, families, and communities with valuable resources that encour-
age early intervention, healing, and access to professional support.

Speakers: Dr. George Smith, William Steward, Tara Stamps, Jeanette 

Rodgers, Dave Jeff, Dr. Obari Cartman, Lenon Bryson, Karriem Watson, 

Dr. Pete Thomas, Jimmie Wallace, Dr. Debby Stroman, J-Oats

Hosted by: Victor Love, MentalHood Culture

11:00am - 12:30pm 	 Room N230b

New Black Restauranteurs: The Art of Feeding Chicago 	

Ever wondered what it takes to start and run a successful restau-
rant? The newest and hottest restaurant owners in Chicago share the 
realities of feeding a city full of foodies and what it takes to keep your 
business going.

Speakers: Bridgette Flagg, Soulé; Chef Emani Roberts, Brûlée; Chef 
Marissa Terry, Herbachi; Shawn Muhammad, Mahari; Chef Xavier 
Vance, Southern Chicago

11:00am - 12:30pm 	 Room N231

Discover Your Hidden Treasure

Women on the move affirm their destination daily. History reminds us 
that divine Prophets hear God. He daily commands all His children, 
men, and women alike, to be bold, to claim their destination and 
mostly, to take their place in society by force. Join us as we reflect, 
learn life changing affirmations and hear His direction for you and 
yours through the powerful spirit of prophecy. 

Speaker: Dr. Ingrid E. Bridges, Pastor of Sacred Hand Ministries & 
Publisher of Ink Pages

1:00pm - 2:30pm

1:00pm - 2:30pm 	 Room N226

Why Am I Stuck?

Feeling stuck or unmotivated and not sure why? Join motivational 
speaker and author Ehryck Gilmore for an empowering session on 
breaking through fear, self-doubt & limiting beliefs.

1:00pm - 2:30pm 	 Room N226

From Stuck to Unstoppable

Ready to make a change in your life? Join motivational speaker and 
author Ehryck Gilmore for an empowering session on the mindset shift 
that changes everything.

Unbought, Unbossed, Unstoppable:  
Black Political Power Today  

1:00pm - 2:30pm        Room N227

This Town Hall discussion will bring together some of the most pow-
erful and influential voices in Black politics to engage in an honest, 
urgent, and solutions-focused conversation about Black political 
power in America today. With the Black vote at a critical crossroads 
and Black leadership shaping policy at every level of government, this 
session is designed to inform, inspire, and activate our audience of 
Black women and their families to use their vote as their most power-
ful tool for change. 

Speakers: Congresswoman Joyce Beatty — U.S. Representative, Ohio 
3rd Congressional District; Melanie Campbell — President & CEO, Na-
tional Coalition on Black Civic Participation; Convenor, Black Women’s 
Roundtable • Stefanie Brown James — Co-Founder, Collective PAC; 
Former African American Voter Director, Obama Re-Election Cam-
paign • Jane Ruby — President, Women Voters in Chicago • N’nambi 
Robin Simmons — President, First Repair • Laurice Bell — Executive 
Director, Shorefront Legacy Center

Moderator: Congressman Jonathan Jackson — U.S. Representative, 
Illinois 1st Congressional District

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1

Seminars & Workshops
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American Red Cross in partnership 	 Room N230a 
with Northwestern Memorial Healthcare 	

Stop by anytime during the BWe weekend to have your blood drawn 
and tested for Multiple Sclerosis by the American Red Cross! 
Northwestern Medicine is anchored by Northwestern Memorial  
Hospital, with eight specialties ranked in the top 10 in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report, 2025 – 2026.

12:00pm-1:30pm

Is Your Inner Child Guiding Your Relationships? 	 Room N226

Haven’t found your person yet? Join this insightful seminar about 
the ways in which our inner child manifests itself in relationships and 
learn how to heal the wounds we carry into relationships as an adult!

Speaker: Love McPherson 

Black Women in Entertainment 		  Room N227

Powered by J-Morg Entertainment

Join J-Morg Entertainment at the Black Women’s Expo for an inspir-
ing conversation celebrating the brilliance, resilience, and impact of 
Black women in entertainment.

Featuring Kendra Chapman-Davis, executive producer and writer of 
the Power Universe; Michelle Hayes, talent agent and owner of Hayes 
Talent Agency; Catrice Armstrong, publicist and owner of PR Werks; 
and Reneeka Rae, tour manager and Member Events Manager at 

Soho House Chicago. Together, they’ll share their personal journeys, 
career insights, and the lessons that have shaped their success while 
empowering the next generation of women in the industry.

Moderated by media maven Portia King, this dynamic discussion 
will offer candid conversations, practical wisdom, and inspiration for 
aspiring creatives, entrepreneurs, entertainment professionals alike. 
Whether you’re pursuing a career in entertainment, building your 
own brand, or looking to elevate your professional journey, this panel 
will leave you informed, inspired, and empowered.

The Change Before the Change: What Every 		 Room N228 
Woman Needs to Know About Peri-Menopause 	

Sponsored by Black Girl Vitamins

Peri-menopause is a natural transition, but for many 
women, the symptoms can feel anything but normal. 
From mood changes and sleep disruptions to weight 

fluctuations, brain fog, and hot flashes, this stage of life often begins 
years before menopause itself. Join us for an empowering con-
versation that breaks down the facts, dispels common myths, and 
provides practical tools to help you better understand and support 
your body during this hormonal shift. Whether you’re experiencing 
symptoms now or preparing for what’s ahead, you’ll leave with the 
knowledge, resources, and confidence to navigate peri-menopause 
with clarity and take charge of your wellness 
 journey.

Speakers: Dr. Christy Russell; Lynn St. Victor- Luckett MSN, APRN,  
FNP-BC; Dr. Ifreke King

Moderator: Jessica Nosike, Black Girl Vitamins, Head of Events and 
Socials

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2

3:00pm - 4:30pm 		
Room N227Real Talk: Black Women, Pleasure & Peace 	

Sponsored by Gilead Science
Join Ashley Cobb, host of Sex with Ashley, alongside trusted health-
care, and community leaders from Chicago for a candid, multigen-
erational conversation about what sexual wellness really means. 
Together, we’ll explore confidence, communication, pleasure, healthy 
relationships, HIV prevention, and the power of making informed 
choices that support our health and well-being at every stage of life.

3:00pm - 4:30pm 		 Room N231

Black America’s 250th  
In a collaborative effort, Carl West, CEO/Publisher of MG Media (TBT-
News) and guest speakers will host an impactful conversation with 
scholars, educators, and historians, highlighting some of America’s 
greatest Black Americans. We’ll explore how Black Americans have 
contributed GREATLY to the development of America over the last 250 
years. We can’t sit out on the opportunity to tell our amazing accom-
plishments and contributions at a time when our stories are being 
erased from America’s history. 

3:30pm - 5:00pm 		 Room N226
Strong Women, Healthy Lives: Supporting Women’s Wellness 
Through Every Age and Every Stage
Sponsored by: University of Chicago Medicine 

Join this riveting discussion on all things women’s health. From heart 
health, stroke awareness, cancer prevention, mental health, weight 
management, hear from medical professionals and ambassadors as 
they share what you can do to live a strong and healthy life at every 
age.

4:15pm - 5:00pm 		 Room N230b

Practice by Palmer: A Wellness Experience with 
Keke Palmer
Join Keke Palmer for this exclusive low-impact work-
out that will help you return to your center and be one 
of the first to experience a place where your grace 
and your grit can finally breathe. Separate registration 
is required.

Pilates Mats provided by Humana

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1

Seminars & Workshops



Seminars & Workshops

12:00pm-1:30pm

Where’s Daddy? The Ahmaud Arbery Story 	 Room N230b

Hear from the father of Ahmaud Arbery as he shares the journey of 
honoring his son’s life through healing cherished memories, life les-
sons, and heartfelt reflections while navigating grief, faith. Whether 
you are a parent, mentor, educator, or community leader, this pow-
erful story offers encouragement, inspiration, and lessons that will 
remain with you long after the final page. 

Speaker: Marcus Arbery Sr., Author

Pay the Cost to be the Boss 	 Room N231

Hear from experienced entrepreneurs as they share what it truly 
takes to own a business. We’re talking about all the hard  
decisions, late nights, and surprise challenges that make up the life 
of a BOSS.

Speakers: Elle Davis MSW, Founder, The Elevate Group LLC; Dr. Jackie 
Jackson, Author, Kilwins Owner, Shawnie Jones, Chicago Eats Market 
Place Owner 

Moderator: Dionna Johnson-Sallis

2:00pm-3:30pm

Wealth, Business & Economic Empowerment Panel 	 Room N228

Sponsored by: Midland Wealth  
Management

This two-part workshop will educate you on financial planning for 
yourself and your business:

•	 Financial planning encompasses more than just your assets, 
investments, and net worth. It involves understanding your 
financial aspirations, intentions, and motivations. It’s about rec-
ognizing your worries, expectations, and objectives. Achieving 
your financial goals starts with understanding where you stand 
today and how to get where you want to be tomorrow.

•	 The Wealth, Business & Economic Empowerment Panel will dis-
cuss resources for your small business including business credit, 
financial statements, credit scores and more.

Speakers: Cornell D. Lurry Sr., Director of Community Econom-
ic Development- Midland States Bank; Javier Placencia, Sr. Small 
Business Relationship Manager - Midland States Bank; Deshawn 
Peterson, CFP®, Associate Wealth Advisor – Midland Wealth  
Management

Moderator: Martesha Brown, Market President - Midland States Bank

Mental Health 911: Black Women’s 	 N230b 
Healthcare Crisis Room 	
We are breaking under the weight of institutional racism, inadequate 
care, and indifference, and the costs are deadly. We are twice as 
likely to experience major depression, and nearly 40% of new Black 
mothers report some degree of maternal mental conditions. We are 
being killed by our significant others. Our children are killing them-
selves, and us. Depression, domestic violence, suicide, chronic health 
conditions and more are the manifestations of mental instability we 
grapple with daily, and often without support.

This panel convenes an emergency triage team to identify resources 
that can help us move toward a state of mental wellness. Hear from 
mental health professionals, policymakers, and spiritual leaders as 
we tackle the environmental and societal causes feeding this mental 
dis-ease, and present options for self-care and accessing critical 
services that enable us to thrive despite these trying times.

Speakers: Dr. Willie Mae Jackson, forensic psychiatrist and HSI Medi-
cal Director; Maya Gavin-Winters, MA, LCPC | PhD Candidate (Meno-
pause & Mental Health), CEO Me On; Senate Majority Leader Kim-
berly A. Lightford, 4th Senate District, Member, Senate Committee on 

Health and Human Services; Rev. Dr. Janette C. Wilson-Howard, Esq., 
Senior Advisor and National Executive Director of PUSH for Excellence 
and Pastor of Maple Park United Methodist
Moderator: Dr. LaDonna Raeh, Co-Host, WVON, Founder, Raeh Digital

What Are Black Women Choosing Now? 	 Room N231

Peace, Power, Purpose & the Future We Want 	Black women are no 
longer focused on proving their value. We are becoming intention-
al about where our energy goes — and who deserves access to us. 
Across generations, Black women are redefining success, relation-
ships, entrepreneurship, wellness, identity, leadership, and what 
truly matters. Join an inspiring cross-generational conversation on 
how Black women are choosing to live, love, lead, build, protect their 
peace, and shape the future on their own terms.

Speakers: Amy Hilliard, Coach/Marketing Executive/Author/Podcast 
Host; Dr. Kendra Outler, Anesthesiologist; Leah Phillips, Track Star; 
Angelica Jones, Account Supervisor, Advertising Agency
Moderator: Pepper Miller - Cultural Insights Strategist & Trust  
Steward

4:00pm-5:30pm

Ask the Doctors: Women’s Wellness Unfiltered 	 Room N226

Join the conversation designed to give Black women direct  
access to various healthcare professionals for an honest discussion 
about hormone balance, nutrition, preventative care, practical well-
ness solutions, and the full spectrum of women’s health. 
Speakers: Dr. Debbie Stroman, Healthy2Connections; Cook County 
Health Ambassador, Brandi Stroud MSN, RN, Owner & Nurse Injector, 
�´�ß�Ü�é�Ø���™���Ê�Ø�ß�ß���»�ì�×�å�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á�®���Ã�Ô�Ö�Ü���Ö���¶�â�ß�ß�Ø�Ú�Ø���â�Ù���»�Ø�Ô�ß�ç�Û���Ô�á�×���Æ�Ö�Ü�Ø�á�Ö�Ø

Black Women and Property Ownership 	 Room N228

Stacking Smarter & Unlocking Generational Wealth
Presented by: Neighborhood Housing Services Chicago
Homeownership is more than owning a place to live—it’s 
one of the most powerful tools for building wealth, creating 

financial stability, and establishing a lasting legacy. Join the wom-
en leaders of Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) Chicago for 
an empowering and candid conversation designed specifically for 
Black women who are ready to take control of their financial future. 
Whether you’re dreaming of buying your first home, considering an 
investment property, or looking for strategies to build and preserve 
wealth for future generations, this dynamic panel will provide prac-
tical insights, real-world advice, and actionable steps to help you 
move forward with confidence.

Speakers: Shavon Hale, Development Manager, Property Preserva-
tion, NHS Redevelopment Corporation (NHSRC); Janice Crawford
Chief ���¶�å�Ø�×�Ü�ç���Â�Ù���Ö�Ø�å�Ÿ���Á�Ø�Ü�Ú�Û�Õ�â�å�Û�â�â�×���¿�Ø�á�×�Ü�á�Ú���Æ�Ø�å�é�Ü�Ö�Ø�æ�Ÿ���Ô�á���Ô�Ù���ß�Ü�Ô�ç�Ø���â�Ù��
NHS Chicago; Danielle Matthews, Director of Homeownership Ser-
vices, Neighborhood Housing Services of Chicago; Danielle Stanley, 
Associate Director of Public Policy, Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Chicago

Command That Room: Kidney Party 	 Room N231

Your Voice Matters learn to decrease fear of public speaking then 
step up to the mic and leave a Memorable Impact! Message to 
Movement become Unforgettable!

Speakers: Dr Peggy Riggins, Founder & CEO; Demesheun Lee, Healing 
Sistas Oasis; Dr.  Yakima Palmer, Yaks Wellness; Tateauna Fleming, 
Vybe n Vitality; Michelle Cartman, Awesome In Me 

*Schedule subject to change without notice.
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CULINARY CAFÉ
Visit this exciting culinary 
space to see cooking 
demonstrations, sample 
products, and learn new 
tricks for the cookout!

LITERARY LOUNGE
Check out our mini book-
store to find books by Black 
authors for all ages, read-
ing accessories, and attend 
book signings.

TASTING LOUNGE
Take a sip of your favorite 
spirits and cocktails in  
this special pavilion for 
attendees 21+.

HUES: HAIR & BEAUTY OASIS
Stop by the ultimate  
destination for all things 
hair & beauty! Experience 
live demonstrations, free 
beauty services, and  
product giveaways from 
national brands, and more!

Exhibit Floor
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REST SIS, WELLNESS LOUNGE
Take a break and focus on 
you in this relaxing pavilion 
featuring guided wellness 
classes, an affirmation wall, 
free wellness kits, guided 
sound healing meditations, 
and more.

ACTIVATION ZONE
Stop by the place where 
WE get active! Enjoy line 
dancing, stepping, tram-
poline fitness classes and 
more.

KIDZ KORNER
This slice of paradise for the 
youngest generation of BWe 
attendees is back! Bring your 
little one to this family-friendly 
space where toddlers, tweens, 
and teens can safely par-
ticipate in age-appropriate 
activities.

Exhibit Floor



Corporate Sponsors  & Pavilions

A 	
A Versatile You 	 825
A Wise Word 	 647
A&W Greek Shop 	 660
Aetna MMAI 	 528
African Connection 	 449
AHMB-ERIE Insurance 	 638
Aifa 	 644
Aline Events & Rentals 	 249
Alive & Well Hydration Service 	 WELLNESS 623
All Things Ausome, LLC 	 235
Aunt Gins, LLC 	 526

B	
Beautifully Chaste, LLC 	 662
Bixa Beauty 	 823
Black Wax Candle Co. 	 336
Blind Ambition Group, LLC 	 636
Boost Mobile 	 802
Bowman’s Boutique 	 230
Brenda’s Bras 	 344
Butterybody 	 539

C	
Can You Come Out and Play 	 839
CBQ Facial Beauty Bar 	 325
Che’ Rains Nature 	 339
Cherish a Peace of Nature 	 831
Chetoni Jewels Designs 	 348
Chicago Austin Youth Travel Adventures 	 COLLEGE ROW 724
Chicago Board of Elections 	 VOTERS REGISTRATION 838
Chicago Department of Procurement Services 	 434

Chicago Urban League 	 225
Chicago Urban League Navigators 	 227
Chicago Votes 	 VOTERS REGISTRATION 836
Chriscerrines Accessories 	 437
Citizen Newspaper Group 	 146
City Colleges of Chicago 	 COLLEGE ROW 736
City Colleges of Chicago 	 COLLEGE ROW 738
Cleshé 	 237
Colorful Roots Eyewear 	 351
Cook County Clerk’s Office  	 VOTERS REGISTRATION 830
Cook County Sheriff’s Office 	 745
CR Designs 	 137
Creaslovebutter 	 425

D	
D’Mood Kreationz 	 357
Doctorpads/Reign 	 645
Dr. Snead’s Healthcare Secrets 	 456
Duey Juice Cocktails 	 SPIRITS 160
DW Provisions 	 530

E	
Earthy Organicz 	 558
Eden Enterprise, Inc. 	 551
EM Infused Se moss, LLC 	 637
Empowerment Resources International 	 563
Evelyn’s Food Love Cafe 	 461

F	
Fashion Fresh Forever 	 231
Fempreneur Poder Hub 	 546
Fourera’s Natural Beauty, LLC 	 334

Expo Exhibitors

SPONSORS
ABC7	 601
Ada S. McKinley Community Services 	 324 & 326
Bally’s Casino 	 820
Bayer 	 WELLNESS 516
Black Girl Vitamins 	 WELLNESS 522
Blue Cross Blue Shield 	 625 
Chicago Department of Public Health / 	 200 
American Medical Association 	  
Chicago Urban League 	 225
Chicago Urban League Navigators 	 227
Chiro One Wellness Center 	 626
ComEd 	 804
Cook County Health 	 102
European Wax Center 	 HUES 222
Fifth Third Bank 	 824
Gift of Hope 	 628
Gilead Sciences 	 423
Howard Brown Health 	 523
Humana 	 424
iHeart Radio (WGCI, V103, Inspiration 1390) 	 801
Illinois Department of Public Health 	 631
Midland Wealth Management 	 747
More Smiles of Beverly 	 808

National Kidney Foundation of Illinois 	 751
Northwestern Medicine w/ American Red Cross 	 600
NRG	 547
Pigment International Sponsored by ASHRO 	 246
RUSH University Medical Center 	 716
Self-Help Federal Credit Union 	 548
Sunrun 	 544
TBT News - Carly’s Mini Bazaar 	 748
The Rise Foundation 	 721
University of Chicago Medicine 	 114
ViiV Healthcare 	 800
Vitalant 	 610
Walgreens 	 400
Zing Health 	 639
		  639
PAVILIONS
Creators and Innovators Pop Up       	       N/A
Culinary Café     	     414
Hues: Hair & Beauty Oasis      	      215
Kidz Corner  	  124
Literary Café      	      104
Rest Sis Wellness Lounge      	       623
Tasting Lounge     	     260
BWe Merchandise Shop     	     408
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Expo Exhibitors
G	
Gaia Gems 	 545
Gifted Hands International 	 560
Glossy Bossy by Nicole 	 236
God’s Church of Spiritual Truth of Chicago 	 658
Gordon Family Chiropractic 	 445
Green Goddess Words 	 366

H	
Habilitative Systems Inc. 	 532
Hair Seyta 	 337
Healthy 2 Connections 	 617

I	
I Consult Group 	 634
I DO PRETTY 365	 139
Imani Originals 	 333
Intrinsic Charms 	 148

J 	
Jazzylipzbymecha 	 233

K	
Kendi Amani 	 821
Kilah’s Safari Salon x Spa 	 HUES 314
Kim-LY 	 346
Kingdom Yoga Fitness 	 WELLNESS 623
KIPP Chicago Schools 	 327

L	
Ladies Of Attraction 	 245
Ladies Of Attraction 	 247
LEARN Charter School 	 648
Lit Vegan Chicago 	 536
Luxury Delight Candle Company 	 364

M 	
M Squared Scents 	 646
Mahogany Heritage Scholarship Foundation 	 COLLEGE ROW 729
MCL Hats and Accessories 	 363
Me and My Bears Mobile 	 665
MG Studio 	 239
Mike’s Seasonings 	 439
Mindset Education 	 COLLEGE ROW 735
Morphed Beauty 	 447
Mosby’s Popcorn 	 559
Musomasiri 	 459

N	
Nancy’s Home Care Agency 	 224
National Louis University 	 COLLEGE ROW 725
NIA Wellness Oasis 	 632
North Lawndale Community News 	 828
Nothing Bundt Cakes 	 557
Nuvé Eyewear 	 362

O	
Obsidian Med Spa 	 HUES 218
Olive & Oak 	 WELLNESS 623
Ollie’s Apparel 	 368
Ollie’s Pastas 	 370
Only One Boutique 	 232
Only One Boutique 	 234
Oooh Wee It is 	 538

P	
P3Style.Com 	 666
Pacific College of Health & Sciences 	 621
Papa’s Brittle 	 438
Pastry Field Cafe 	 671
Patchtastic Custom Patches 	 335
Perspectives Charter School 	 COLLEGE ROW 737
Polished Kitchen & Home 	 462
Power Home Remodeling Group 	 656
Predestine Outreach Ministries 	 248
PrettiMuch! Voluptuous Body Rituals 	 338
Prisca’s African Fashion and Fabric 	 359
Prisca’s African Fashion and Fabric 	 361

R	
Rainbow PUSH 	 VOTERS REGISTRATION 832
Remedies From Nature 	 365
Restore Her Wellness 	 WELLNESS 623
Ruby Fine Hibiscus Tea 	 436

S	
S&S Unity Fragrance 	 649
Sarah Kuenyefu Collection 	 837
Scentz4U 	 744
Shadyglance, LLC 	 849
Shimmer & Shang LLC / Paparazzi Jewelry 	 651
Smiling Faces Worldwide, LLC 	 667
South Side Community Credit Union 	 529
South Side Drive Magazine 	 428
Southern Illinois University 	 COLLEGE ROW 727
SV Hair Care 	 663
Sweet and Hot Thangy, LLC 	 534
Sweet Honey Tea 	 549
Sweets and Creations 	 432

T	
10 by 10 to Win 	 VOTERS REGISTRATION 834
Tesla Training 	 COLLEGE ROW 731
Thaxton White Boutique 	 827
The Alzheimer’s Association 	 629
The Black Mom Ish Foundation 	 633
The Crusader Newspaper 	 635
The Cursive Collection 	 226
The Financial Crisis Prevention Center 	 624
The Good Root Grove Co. 	 527
The Journal Queen 	 664
The L3 Agency on behalf of Peoples 		 750 
Gas Energy Efficiency Program 	
The Malcom Orlando Ivy Foundation 	 619
The Rise Foundation 	 COLLEGE ROW 721
The Times Weekly News 	 630
The Village Legal & Community Project 	 829
The Voice Newspaper 	 COLLEGE ROW 739
Thoughtfully M&K 	 458
Thrift, LLC	 537
Tress Organix 	 HUES 220
TrimSpired Lux Lounge 	 749

U	
Uncle Nearest 	 SPIRITS 164
Under Christ Brand Apparel 	 661
Unique Family Services NFP 	 460
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U
University of Chicago SRG General 	 238 
Surgery Department 	
Unlimited Partners, LLC 	 746

W 	
Wee Party Too 	 847
When Faith Meets Hustle 	 669
Women in the Ministry 	 429
Wyn-Wyn Communications 	 524

X	
Xxcuse My Glo 	 561

Y	
Yakult U.S.A. Inc. 	 525

Pop Up Exhibitors
Ashunta Sheriff Beauty 	 Saturday, 8/1

Bomb Beauty Boutique LLC 		 Saturday, 8/1

Cavalcade of Authors / The Macro Group 	 Saturday, 8/1

Celebrate YOU Candle Co. 		 Saturday, 8/1

Devoted Health 		  Saturday, 8/1

Eleganthousecrafts 		  Saturday, 8/1

Facially Skin Bar 		  Sunday, 8/2

Imaniality 		  Sunday, 8/2

Ivy Herbs, LLC		  Friday, 7/31 - Saturday, 8/1

Jean Nicole Beauty 		  Saturday, 8/1

Litotes Fragrances 		  Saturday, 8/1

LYFE (LoveYourselfFirstEveryday)LLC 	 Saturday, 8/1

My Crown My Glory 	 Saturday, 8/1

Nzuri Kulture 	 Sunday, 8/2

Royalty Speaks 	 Saturday, 8/1

SHOTS FIRED: A Heroine’s Memoir 	 Saturday, 8/1

The Self Inside 	 Saturday, 8/1

Touch of Mina 	 Sunday, 8/2

Yerdup Jewelry 	 Saturday, 8/1

YOSIDDOESART/SIDINKDTATTOO	 Sunday, 8/2

Expo Exhibitors





UChicago
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Your medical home 
�for high-quality, 
�a�rming care

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS 
AND CARE NAVIGATION
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SCHEDULE YOUR HEALTH CARE 
APPOINTMENT TODAY

VISIT US AT BOOTH ���� 
OR SCAN THE QR CODE

howardbrown.org
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v i s i t  u s  a t :  
www.gilead.com
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SOUL OF THE CITY
Music, Movement & Meaning

10:20 AM 		  The Power of WE: Opening Celebration

			   The official BWe ribbon cutting featuring the legendary Jesse White  

			   Tumblers.

11:30 AM 		  Protecting Your Possibilities: A Different PrEP Option

			   Presented by ViiV Healthcare’s Patient Ambassador Program.

1:10 PM		  Next Gen in the Spotlight

			   Featuring the Zion Ali Youth Showcase.

1:30 PM 		  Minding Our Business: The Wealth Playbook

			   Building businesses. Securing capital. Creating legacy. 

			   Presented by  BLC.

2:30 PM  

A Converstaion with  Joy Reid
A candid Main Stage conversation with the award-winning journalist & author.

 

3:20 PM 		  Rhythm in Motion

			   A high-energy double Dutch performance by Illinois Jump Rope.

3:50 PM 		  Center Stage: Carson Clark

4:15 PM 		  Soul on the Stage: Keyla Richardson 

			   American Idol season 24 finalist and BET Sunday’s Best alum

5:00 PM 		  Chicago House Nation

			   A celebration of Chicago house music featuring Celeste Alexander.

*Schedule subject to change without notice
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R&B, REAL TALK,  RHYTHM
Culture Takes Center Stage

11:00 AM 	 Built by Us. Owned by Us.

		  A powerful conversation about Black women building access, equity,  

		  ownership and economic power, presented by Self-Help Federal  

		  Credit Union.

12:00 PM 	 WE Matter NOW: The Power of Style

		  Contemporary fashion and streetwear take center stage in the BWe Fashion Show.

1:30 PM	 �È�á���ß�ç�Ø�å�Ø�×���™���È�á�Ô�ã�â�ß�â�Ú�Ø�ç�Ü�Ö�­��Pour Minds Live
		  Raw and Unfiltered podcast Live hosted by best friends  

		  Drea Nicole and Lex P.

2:30 PM  

The Keke Effect
A candid conversation about culture, confidence, creativity and owning your journey with 

 Keke Palmer

3:40 PM 	 Mic Check: The Ultimate R&B Sing-Along

		  R&B karaoke hosted by Vicki Street.

4:30 PM 	 New Music Spotlight: Shakespeare

		  Experience one of music’s emerging voices live on the  

		  BWe Main Stage.

5:20 PM 	 Live in the Groove: Honey Water

		  Chicago’s own Honey Water brings the sound of live R&B  

		  to the Main Stage.

5:50 PM 	 Purpose, Power & Possibility with Dr. Karri Bryant

		  An inspiring Main Stage conversation designed to encourage women 

		  to live, lead and move forward with purpose.

*Schedule subject to change without notice
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SUNDAY SOUL & PRAISE
Faith, Wellness & Gospel Power

11:30 AM 	 Wellness Reimagined

		  Presented by Pacific College of Health and Sciences.

12:00 PM	 The Power of a Healthy Smile

		  Presented by More Smiles of Beverly.

12:50 PM 	 WE Matter Always: Sunday’s Best

		  Classic style and timeless fashion take center stage in the BWe Fashion Show.

2:00 PM 	 Own Your Health: Be Your Own White Coat

		  An empowering health and wellness conversation with Floretta Strong-Pulley  

		  and Reverend Janette Wilson.

3:10 PM	 Young, Gifted & in Motion

		  A youth dance showcase featuring Dance With Me Productions.

3:40 PM 	 Voices of the Next Generation

		  A special gospel performance featuring Selah, the St. Sabina youth choir.

4:10 PM 	 Chicago Gospel Power

		  Experience the unmistakable sound and spirit of the Chicago Mass Choir.

4:45 PM  

�º�â�æ�ã�Ø�ß���È�á���ß�ç�Ø�å�Ø�×: Le’Andria Johnson
A soul-stirring performance from one of gospel music’s most powerful voices.

*Schedule subject to change without notice
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Good for your budget 
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Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois, a Division of Health Care Service Corporation,  
a Mutual Legal Reserve Company, an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

�–�P�D�J�H���V�����P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���R�U���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���X�V�L�Q�J���D�U�W�L�4�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���W�R�R�O�V��
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BLUE CROSS AND BLUE SHIELD OF ILLINOIS 
CONGRATULATES THE BLACK WOMEN’S EXPO

Celebrating 31 years of  
empowering and engaging talented, accomplished Black Women!

Stop by the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois booth and see what’s happening,  
receive some Health literacy, giveaways and more!
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Midland Wealth Management is a trade name used by Midland States Bank, Midland Trust Company, and Midland Wealth Advisors, LLC. 
Midland States Bank is Member FDIC. Investment Products are: Not FDIC Insured | Not Deposits | May Lose Value

BUILD. 
GROW. 
PL AN.

Midland offers personalized banking, lending, 
and wealth solutions to help you move 
forward with confidence.

Your business. Your wealth. Your future.

midlandwm.com | 1-312-660-6521

It ’s a Zing Thing.It’s a Zing Thing. ™™

Are you on dialysis,  Are you on dialysis, 
living with a he art living with a heart 
condition,  or condition, or 
managing diabetes?managing diabetes?

888-462-1301  (TTY: 711)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week

ZingNow.com

�&�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H�����F�D�U�H�����D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���“�W�V���\�R�X�U���Q�H�H�G�V��

+

Zing Health Medicare Advantage Plans are
designed for people with end-stage renal 
disease (ESRD), heart conditions, and diabetes.

Y0149_0295000_C

Learn more today!



Bally's Chicago is proud  
to celebrate with you.

Visit us at Booth #820 to receive:

A FREE BALLY'S GIVEAWAY
PLUS, A $10 FREE PLAY OFFER!
A little luck starts here. We look forward to  
welcoming you to Chicago's one and only casino!

CELEBRATING 31 YEARS OF 
BLACK WOMEN'S  
EXPO EXCELLENCE!

�# � � � � � � � ¡ � � � ª� ” � • � ” � ¦ � › � � � � �– � › �œ�–�”�š �¢� � � � �œ�Ÿ� � � • � � � ª � ª � ª� � � • � ” �Ÿ�Ÿ�¬� ¦ �–�› �œ�–�”�š �¢� ��– �¢�  

Must be 21 or older. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.





Chicago Citizen



www.chicagodefender.com



We’re here for our community.
As leaders in healthcare, we believe everyone should have the opportunity to t hrive. Our goal is to 
build a team that reflects the diverse communities we serve.

Proud Sponsor of the 2026 Black Women’s Expo
Come visit us at Booth #400.
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